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MISSION

COMMUNITY RENEWAL SOCIETY
is an organization rooted in a faith-based
tradition that empowers people to 
combat racism and the effects of poverty 
by providing tools such as objecive 
investigative journalism, organizing and 
training to civic leaders, community 
activists, and congregations. 



“All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men (sic.) do nothing.” 
Edmund Burke

Honoring our historic legacy, we at Community 
Renewal Society organize and train good people 
to be self-empowering and self-determining.  We 
continue to inform good people who use that data to 
uncover inequities and other injustices heaped upon 
poor and under-served people and their communities.  
And we advocate for our children—the children of 
incarcerated parents, but also children involved in 
a public school system that suspends and expels its 
black male charges at rates double their population.  
We join them and other good people to assure that 
this society affords them every opportunity that their 
God-given creation deserves and requires. 

Thank you for standing with us!
Go well, stay well, be encouraged and, also, 
empowered.  I remain, 
Very appreciatively yours.

Chicago still faces glaring inequalities and troubling disparities 
among its people, including a widening gulf between rich and 
poor.  In this, Community Renewal Society’s 129th Annual Report, 
you will be informed about the ways we have sought, with 
your generous support, to address several of these ever-
present challenges facing African-American nursing home 
residents, African-American male public school students, and 
the 90,000 children and youth of all races and backgrounds 
who have at least one parent who is incarcerated.  In each of 
these situations, we find people left vulnerable, often times 
ignored and forgotten by the larger society in which they 
live. 

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

“...we at Community Renewal 
Society organize and train good 
people to be self-empowering and 
self-determining.”

Reverend Calvin S. Morris, Ph.D
Executive Director
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In 1882 several “good” people of faith, were concerned and troubled by the social 
conditions in which some of their fellow Chicagoans lived.  Determined to assist 
them in bettering their circumstances, they founded the Chicago Missionary Society, 
a predecessor of the Community Renewal Society.  Since that time of urbanization 
and industrialization, which brought a massive influx of European immigrants to this 
city, Community Renewal has endeavored to ensure that the quality of life for all 
Chicagoans, regardless of their station, racial or ethnic identity, or their economic 
circumstance, was in keeping with God’s love for all, “especially the least of these.”



OUR PROGRAMS
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The Chicago Reporter

Founded in 1972 and published by the Community 
Renewal Society, The Chicago Reporter is an 
investigative bimonthly print and online publication 
that identifies, analyzes, and reports on the social, 
economic, and political issues of metropolitan 
Chicago with a distinctive focus on race and 
poverty.  The Chicago Reporter works tirelessly to 
demonstrate how investigative journalism plays 
a vital role in combating institutionalized racism 
and concentrated urban poverty in Chicago.  Our 
investigations not only highlight racial inequality, 
but they provide very clear pictures of the impact 
that inequality has on the lives of real people and 
communities.

 

Catalyst Chicago

Catalyst Chicago is an independent, award-winning 
new organization that documents, analyzes and 
supports school improvement efforts in the 
Chicago Public Schools.  Published since 1990 by 
the Community Renewal Society, Catalyst serves 
all centers of school change through ongoing, 
authoritative reporting and analysis of both policy 
and practice. Catalyst Chicago serves as a watchdog 
and resource for school improvement in Chicago 
in the belief that meeting the educational needs of 
our city’s children requires a well-informed public. 

Civic Action Network

Civic Action is a network of congregations 
working to overcome the barriers of poverty 
and racism.  Activists in member congregations 
come together across racial, ethnic, geographic 
and socioeconomic lines throughout the 
Chicago metropolitan region to shape public 
policies, practices and programs to foster 
hope and create opportunity for all Illinois 
residents. 



KNOWLEDGE
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New York University Professor and keynote speaker Dr. Pedro Noguera speaks to the audience about the role 
of the community in the achievement of black and Latino boys.



KNOWLEDGE

REACHING BLACK 
BOYS SYMPOSIUM

THE STATISTICS

THE RESULTS
On April 20, educators, policymakers and community
leaders gathered at National-Louis University for the
“Reaching Black Boys” symposium to discuss promising 
practices for raising the achievement of black boys.
The symposium, co-sponsored by the Golden Apple 
Foundation, MAGIC of Woodlawn, National-Louis 
University and Urban Prep Academies, grew out of 
Catalyst Chicago’s findings in the Summer 2009 issue 
of Catalyst In Depth. 

• In June 2009, Catalyst Chicago reported that nearly 
one in four black male students in Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) was suspended at least once the previous 
year, a rate that was twice the district average.

• The investigation, which won three national and 
one local journalism award, sparked a series of 
events that continue to unfold.  

  

• In the wake of our reporting, the schools chief Ron 
Huberman said he wanted to reduce reliance on out-of-
school suspensions. 

• More than 200 leaders from various sectors of
the community turned out for our forum on 
Reaching Black Boys.  

• Panelists suggested incorporating rituals and teaching 
values in schools as a starting point.  They also discussed 
the use of restorative justice discipline methods, like peer 
juries and parent education, as a way to help address the 
challenges African-American and Latino boys face. 

•  Highlights included the keynote address by Professor 
Pedro Noguera from New York University, a national 
authority on minority males and the achievement gap, 
who called attention to factors like the chronically high 
unemployment rates among African-American young 
men and the growth of the U.S. prison system.

•   Catalyst and its partner organizations from the forum  
collaborated to produce  a resource page for our
web sites. 

•  The Civic Action Network is leading a coalition to
pressure CPS to live up to its policy favoring resto-
rative justice over suspensions and expulsions, which
rose despite the policy shift.  rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr 
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ACTION
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State Rep.  Andre Trapedi and state Sen.  Jacqueline Collins joined Civic Action Network leaders in calling for nursing home 
justice at an action outside the Alden Wentworth Nursing home on Chicago’s South Side.



ACTION

NURSING HOME REFORM

THE STATISTICS

THE RESULTS

Prompted by news of an 84-year-old resident of the  
Alden Wentworth Rehabilitation and Health Care 
Center falling to his death from a fourth-floor window, 
The Chicago Reporter decided to further investigate 
the Alden nursing home facilities as an accompaning 
report to its June 2009 ‘Lower Standards’ cover story 
on nursing home disparties. The findings were troubling. 
In Chicago, the Alden Wentworth facility had the worst 
federal rating for nursing homes, more than three times 
the number of lawsuits than half of Chicago’s 92 nursing 
homes analyzed by the Reporter, and residents there 
receive less than half the time each day with nursing 
staff than do residents at a predominately white Alden 
facility in Evanston.

Outraged by the disparity, Community Renewal 
Society’s Senior Action Network immediately took 
action, in coalition with the Jane Addams Senior Caucus.  
The “Save Our Seniors” (S.O.S.) campaign evolved 
with a series of grassroots actions outside the Alden 
network nursing facilities and progressed to meetings 
with state legislators and an Illinois nursing home 
lobbyist group, Health Care Council of Illinois. Support 
from state Sen. Heather Steans and state Sen. Jacqueline 
Collins helped in passing SB 326.

• In Chicago, the worst possible rating (1 out of 5) was 
given to 57 percent of majority black nursing homes, 
compared to only 11 percent of predominantly white 
nursing homes.

• On average, majority black nursing homes in 
Chicago have more medical malpractice and personal
injury lawsuits than majority white homes. 

• Nearly 85 percent of majority black homes in Chicago
received the lowest mark for nursing staff hours. 
About 21 percent of the  majority white nursing homes 
got the same score. 
rr  

• As a result of our “Save our Seniors” campaign, the 
legislation CRS helped to frame was signed into
law in July 2010 (SB326).  By 2014,  all nursing homes 
will be required to provide 3.8 hours of care per
resident per day, nearly doubling the previous level 
of care in some low-income minority communities.  

• Civic Action Network leaders are working with the 
Nursing Home Reform Taskforce, convened by Gov. 
Pat Quinn and House Speaker Michael Madigan, to 
insure that nursing home residents receive at least 45 
minutes of care per day from registered nurses, the 
level recommended by the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services.  We anticipate several months of 
work to insure the proper implementation of the 
existing legislation.rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

• The National Citizens’ Coalition for Nursing Home 
Reform (NCCNHR) honored The Chicago Reporter 
with its Public Service Award, and leaders from the 
Senior Action Network spoke at the group’s national 
conference about the need for a coordinated grassroots 
campaign to address racial disparities in nursing homes. 
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CHANGE
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Community Renewal Society’s Executve Director, Rev. Calvin S. Morris, Ph.D., leads the crowd of supporters in song to conclude 
a rally for Children of Incarcerated (COI) parents at the James R.Thompson Center Plaza.



CHANGE

CHILDREN OF THE 
INCARCERATED

THE STATISTICS

THE RESULTS
In June the Illinois Department of Corrections (IDOC) 
finalized commitments it made in 2009 for visitation and 
re-entry policy changes to the Civic Action Network’s 
Children of the Incarcerated Issue Team. 

The push for change began in November 2009 when 250 
Civic Action Network (CAN) congregation leaders held 
a public meeting with former IDOC Director Michael 
Randle.  Immediately following Randle’s departure in 
2010, CAN leaders sent over one thousand postcards 
to current IDOC Director Gladyse Taylor, demanding 
changes in visitation, transportation, and re-entry policies 
that affect children.  Following the commitments made 
in June, Civic Action Network leaders have engaged in 
ongoing negotiations for additional changes with IDOC.

• In Illinois there are nearly 90,000 children, many of 
whom are poor, African-American or Latino, with a 
parent in prison or on parole.

• After a parent’s arrest, a child’s ability to perform well 
in school and establish supportive social relationships is 
diminished.

• Many of these children’s lives are shaped by the same 
cycle of recidivism that ensnares their incarcerated 
parents, leaving children of the incarcerated bound up in 
poverty, violence, uncertainty and deprivation.

• Nearly all of the social service providers and experts 
surveyed by The Chicago Reporter believe children with 
incarcerated parents should receive counseling. However, 
only 16 percent of inmates surveyed say their children 
are receiving counseling or therapy.

  

On October 9, 2010, Civic Action held a public meeting 
with IDOC Director Gladyse Taylor, and Michelle Saddler, 
then Gov. Pat Quinn’s chief of staff.

Leaders from more than 25 Civic Action Network 
member congregations attended.  After testimony from 
grandmothers raising their grandchildren due to parental 
incarceration, Director Taylor committed that IDOC 
would:    

• Maintain no limit on the number of children who can 
visit a parent at one time. 

• Ensure that new lockdown procedures accommodate 
children who travel long distances to see their parents.

• Expand video visitation to all IDOC facilities and
allow Civic Action to review proposals from companies
providing these services to ensure that they meet
the needs of families.  

• Make visitation spaces more family friendly 
environments.

• Move toward contact visits so children can touch 
and hug their parents. 

• Create new family programming to facilitate parental 
re-entry. 
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Catalyst Chicago extended its reach through new media 
partnerships. Catalyst forged a partnership with the 
Chicago News Cooperative, a new nonprofit that produces 
stories for the Chicago pages of the New York Times, which 
appear on Fridays and Sundays. Catalyst editors worked 
with Co-op editors to refashion two stories from our 
Catalyst In Depth issues for the Times. 

In addition, the Co-op asked Deputy Editor Sarah Karp 
to write the education section of a round-up on Mayor 
Richard M. Daley’s legacy. Catalyst also partnered with 
WBEZ 91.5 FM to report on student turn-over in charter 
schools. Also, Catalyst organized the News Co-op, WBEZ 
and WTTW Channel 11 to jointly submit a questionnaire 
on education issues to the candidates for mayor.

With its focus on teacher evaluation, the 2010 
Chicago Schools Policy Luncheon set an attendance 
record – 250 people attended each of the two policy 
lunches. Catalyst co-sponsors the annual series with 
Business and Professional People for the Public 
Interest. Catalyst produced a briefing paper on the 
topic, as well. 

Speakers included Susan Moore Johnson of Harvard 
University; Karen Lewis, the new President of the 
Chicago Teachers Union; Audrey Soglin, Executive 
Director of the Illinois Education Association; Alicia 
Winckler, Chief of Human Capital Development for 
the Chicago Public Schools; Andrew Broy, the new 
President of the Illinois Network of Charter Schools; 
and Peter Martinez of the School Leadership program 
at UIC.

As Catalyst Chicago celebrated its 20th anniversary this 
past year, an anonymous donor gave Catalyst a great 
challenge—and wonderful opportunity—to match up 
to $50,000 in new revenue over the next two years. 
Within certain guidelines, the donor will match new 
money dollar for dollar.  The proceeds will continue 
to help Catalyst pursue its mission of improving the 
education of all children through journalism and 
leadership of a constructive dialogue among students, 
parents, educators, community leaders and policy 
makers.  This grant will help Catalyst continue to 
publish an in-depth quarterly and a parent newsletter, 
keep you current through the Catalyst Notebook 
blog and promote dialogue online and in person at 
provocative forums. Catalyst successfully met the first 
year goal of the two year challenge grant and can use 
increased donations to meet its second year goal.

To increase the transfer of information between Catalyst 
Chicago and grass-roots communities, Catalyst created 
Catalyst In the Know, a parent newsletter that has quickly 
become a sought-after resource. In the Know has been 
widely distributed through the parent resource center 
at Chicago Public Schools and at a statewide parent 
conference.

Catalyst also created the post of Community Editor 
in 2009 and tapped long-time Associate Editor Debra 
Williams to fill it.  In 2010, she grew the circulation of 
Catalyst In the Know to 80,000 parents, reached through 
235 sites.  In addition to editing Catalyst In the Know, she 
meets with community organizations – 55 in the first 12 
months – to engage them in Catalyst services, as well as 
to learn more about their information needs. She has 
added hundreds of community members to the Catalyst 
weekly e-blast list, thereby extending the reach of our 
reporting and analysis.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

MEDIA PARTNERSHIPS CHICAGO SCHOOLS 
POLICY LUNCHEON SERIES

CATALYST CHICAGO
$50,000 CHALLENGE GRANT

CATALYST IN THE KNOW
NEW COMMUNITY EDITOR
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On November 13, the Civic Action Network launched the 
High HOPES (Healing Over the Punishment of Expulsions 
and Suspensions) campaign, calling for a public commitment 
from Chicago Public Schools (CPS) officials and mayoral 
hopefuls to reduce the rate of student suspension and 
expulsions by 40 percent over the next school year.  The 
High HOPES Campaign is a citywide grassroots coalition 
of community organizations, including the Community 
Renewal Society, Enlace Chicago, Family Focus Lawndale, 
and POWER-PAC, along with other organizations. 

The campaign was born out of the Reaching Black Boys 
Symposium, which was sparked by Catalyst Chicago’s 
investigation  on extraordinarily high rates of suspensions 
and expulsions in Chicago Public Schools, particularly 
among African-American male students. More than 
150 people attended the launch rally, including mayoral 
candidate and Chicago City Clerk Miguel del Valle.

The Civic Action Network staff presented several 
3-Day organizing trainings and free congregation- based 
justice trainings throughout 2010.  The congregation 
justice trainings were held at local churches and were 
created to help congregations build public leadership 
skills and take effective and meaningful action to shape 
public policy in the state.  The 3-Day community 
organizing trainings focused on faith-based principles 
and organizing best practices. They were conducted 
at community-based organizations and institutions 
throughout the Chicagoland area. 

Publisher Alden Loury made weekly appearances on 
Radio Chicagoland, WJJG 1530 AM with host Ray 
Hanania, discussing politics and current news. 

Editor Kimbriell Kelly is making weekly appearances 
on Vocalo, a Chicago Public Radio venture broadcasting 
on 89.5 FM and vocalo.org, during the “Feminist 
Wednesdays” segment, on Wednesdays from 10 to 
11 a.m.  Kelly discusses the latest news from the 
Reporter and current news headlines with Vocalo 
deejay Brian Babylon. 

The Chicago Reporter now hosts the “Barbershop 
Show” every Friday from noon to 1 p.m. on Vocalo. 
The show features Kelly and Loury, who discuss 
issues through the lens of race and poverty with 
guests and patrons of Carter’s Barbershop. The show 
is broadcast live each week from Carter’s, which is 
located in the North Lawndale community.

In order to better engage and empower the leaders in 
our nearly 70 member congregations, the Civic Action 
Network created a Leadership Council structure to direct 
our work and accommodate the complexity of organizing 
congregations across the Chicagoland area. 

Each member congregation is represented on the 
Leadership Council and meets several times a year, 
including  at the CRS annual meeting. The Leadership 
Council members are responsible for setting the issue 
agenda of the organization, being the point people for our 
justice work, connecting their congregations to our state-
wide campaigns, and creating issue teams and electing the 
strategy team.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

HIGH HOPES CAMPAIGN ORGANIZER TRAININGS 

RADIO CHICAGOLAND 
AND VOCALO 89.5 FM 

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
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In July, The Chicago Reporter introduced electronic PDF 
subscriptions to complement its print subscriptions. Now 
readers can get the full version of the magazine delivered 
to their inboxes on the day the magazine is published. 
For more information, visit www.chicagoreporter.com to 
“subscribe” or call 312-673-3826.

In partnership with One Economy Corp., the Reporter 
launched The Teen Reporter, a multimedia blog for teenagers, 
featuring posts by high school students from various 
parts of Chicago.  The teens use investigative reporting to 
analyze and create awareness on issues facing youth. Read 
the blog at www.chicagoreporter.com.

The Chicago Reporter hired Angela Caputo, a stellar 
reporter who began her journalism career as an 
intern with the Reporter in 2003. Caputo has 
produced award-winning investigative pieces and 
was a recipient of the prestigious Studs Terkel Award 
this year as a member of the staff at Progress Illinois, 
where she worked as reporter and blogger. Before 
joining Progress Illinois, Caputo worked as a reporter 
for the Daily Southtown.

In September, the Reporter contracted with Chicago-
based blogger Megan Cottrell to report, blog and 
help manage social media channels. Earlier this year, 
Cottrell’s site was recognized as “Best Chicago Blog” 
by the Chicago Reader.  Author of the popular housing 
blog, “One Story Up,” Cottrell has previously blogged 
and reported for True/Slant, Change.org, ChicagoNow 
and the Chi-Town Daily News. Cottrell will blog about 
housing, immigration, criminal justice, labor, health and 
politics.

Cottrell’s impact was immediate. In the 30 days before 
she started, the Reporter posted 21 entries to its blog, 
“Chicago Muckrakers” on ChicagoNow, averaging 
about 120 daily page views. In Cottrell’s first month, 
the Reporter posted 47 entries and averaged 7,500 
daily page views. Cottrell’s post “Rahm departs White 
House: What you may (or may not) know about 
Chicago’s possible mayoral candidate” generated 
179,300 page views in its first seven days. Cottrell 
has also authored several thought-provoking posts on 
ways white people talk about race and the ways we all 
ignore the homeless.  You can read Cottrell’s entries, 
daily round-ups on race and poverty news items and 
other posts from the Reporter at www.chicagonow.
com/muckrakers.

The Chicago Reporter passed the halfway point in its 
efforts to meet a $75,000 challenge grant goal. From 
Jan. 1,  through Nov. 17, 2010, the Reporter generated 
$41,618.45 toward its $75,000 challenge grant goal as 
part of the Challenge Fund for Journalism VI, an effort 
of the Ford, McCormick and Ethics and Excellence in 
Journalism foundations. Through the challenge grant, any 
revenue from new sources or any increased revenue from 
existing donors and subscribers will be matched by the 
foundations. The Reporter has until Nov. 30, 2011, to 
meet its goal.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

NEW MEDIA STELLAR REPORTERS

THE CHICAGO REPORTER
$75,000 CHALLENGE GRANT

14   COMMUNITY RENEWAL SOCIETY



Throughtout 2010 Catalyst Chicago Deputy Editor Sarah 
Karp and former Research & Data Editor John Myers won 
first-place awards for their June 2009 report, “Reaching 
Black Boys,” from the Education Writers Association, 
the Society of Professional Journalists, the National  
Association of Black Journalists and the Chicago Headline 
Club.  The report revealed the high, disproportionate 
suspension and expulsion rates for African-American 
male students in Chicago Public Schools. 

In May, Reporter Kelly Virella, Managing Editor Rui 
Kaneya and Editor Kimbriell Kelly were awarded the 
Herman Kogan Award in the print category by the 
Chicago Bar Association.  The winning investigation, 
“Above the Law,” was published in The Chicago 
Reporter’s May/June 2009 edition and revealed that the 
Illinois State Police had routinely ignored thousands 
of court orders to seal and expunge criminal records. 
The investigation sparked action that ultimately led 
to the resignation of the Illinois State Police Director 
and that agency’s compliance with most of those 
court orders.  The Herman Kogan Award is presented 
each year by the Chicago Bar Association to honor 
exemplary reporting on legal affairs.

In August, Reporter Jeff Kelly Lowenstein, Kimbriell Kelly, 
and interns Jessica Young and Jennifer Fernicola won 
the National Association of Black Journalists’ Salute to 
Excellence Award in the specialty category for magazines 
with a circulation below one million.  The winning 
investigation “Lower Standards” appeared in the July/
August 2009 edition of The Chicago Reporter. The project 
highlighted racial disparities in the quality of care and 
staffing levels at Illinois nursing homes.

AWARDS

CATALYST: REACHING 
BLACK BOYS

HERMAN KOGAN AWARD

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
BLACK JOURNALISTS’ SALUTE 
TO EXCELLENCE AWARD
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FISCAL YEAR 2010

UNRESTRICTED 

Assets 

Cash and cash equivalents $                7,857

Contributions receivable 187,359

Accounts, notes and income receivable  8,886

Prepaid expenses  73,007

Fixed Assets
      net of accumulated depreciation of $961,965

 358,705

Long-term note receivable  185,524

Long-term investments 5,025,739

Beneficial interest in perpetual trust   -   

TOTAL ASSETS $        5,847,077

  

Liabilities and Net Assets

Line of Credit $            150,000

Lease payable 31,477

Accounts payable 42,405

Accrued liabilities 163,336

Due to (from) other funds 43,411

Total liabilities                         
430,629

Net assets                       
5,416,448

                     

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $        5,847,077
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT 
OF FINANCIAL POSITION

TEMPORARILY PERMANENTLY JUNE 30, 2010 JUNE 30, 2009

RESTRICTED RESTRICTED TOTAL TOTAL

$          238,679 $                           - $                     246,536       $                 493,910

429,464  - 616,823 354,434

399 104,209 113,494 165,529

-  -   73,007 73,925

-  -   358,705 490,919

- - 185,524 197,282

              357,745 12,984 5,396,468 4,699,311

-  34,147,526 34,147,526 32,222,864

$        1,026,287 $           34,264,719 $          41,138,083 $          38,698,174

                                                    

$                       - $                           - $                150,000 -

 -  - 31,477 49,172

 9,909 - 52,314 64,974

98 - 163,434                          194,751

            (43,411) - - -

            (33,404) - 397,225 308,897

1,059,691
          

           34,264,719 40,740,858 38,389,277

$        1,026,287 $           34,264,719 $          41,138,083 $          38,698,174
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FISCAL YEAR 2010

 UNRESTRICTED 

Operating Revenues, Gains and Other Support

Contributions $                  1,306,717

Program service fees                74,210

Subscriptions, tickets and other sales  55,527

Investment return designated for operations -
Other income     11,836

Net assets released from restrictions

       Satisfaction of program restrictions 1,919,076

       

TOTAL OPERATING REVENUES, GAINS AND OTHER 
SUPPORT 

$                3,367,366

Operating Expenses

Program Services $                  2,414,862

General management and program development 503,767

Business management 346,265

Development  380,601

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES  $               3,645,495

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS - OPERATING            (278,129)

NON-OPERATING GAINS AND LOSSES  664,372

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  386,243

NET ASSETS - BEGINNING OF YEAR  5,030,205

NET ASSETS - END OF YEAR $                5,416,448
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT
  OF ACTIVITIES

TEMPORARILY PERMANENTLY JUNE 30, 2010 JUNE 30, 2009

RESTRICTED RESTRICTED TOTAL TOTAL

$           423,430 $                           - $             1,730,147 $              1,086,625

-  - 74,210 73,397

- - 55,527 34,099

27,833 - 27,833 24,581

-  -   11,836 18,239

            (413,697) (1,505,379) - -

 

$             37,566 $          (1,505,379) $            1,899,553 $            1,236,941

$                       -  $                           -   $                 2,414,862 $              2,876,728

-  - 503,767 470,882

 -  - 346,265 318,544

 - - 380,601 375,683

$                       - $                           - $                3,645,495 $           4,041,837

37,566   (1,505,379) (1,745,942) (2,804,896)

46,558  3,386,593 4,097,523 (6,415,092)

84,124  1,881,214 2,351,581 (9,219,988)

975,567   32,383,505 38,389,277 47,609,265

$        1,059,691 $           34,264,719 $         40,740,858 $          38,389,277

COMMUNITY RENEWAL SOCIETY   19



DONORS

$100,000 and Above
The Joyce Foundation
Charles and Mary Liebman
The John D. and Catherine T. 
        MacArthur Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
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          for Journalism
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$25,000 - $49,999
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Catholic Campaign for
        Human Development
Chicago Community Trust
Richard H. Driehaus 
        Foundation
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
McDougal Family Foundation
Woods Fund of Chicago

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous
Chicago Tribune Foundation
Lange Burk Fund
JP Morgan Chase
Retirement Research
        Foundation
Wieboldt Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Robin Steans and Leonard Gail
Rev. Calvin S. Morris, Ph.D.
SEIU Healthcare Illinois Indiana

$1,000 - $4,999
Advocate Healthcare
Doris and Laurence Ashkin
Baskin Family Foundation
Katharine and Frank Bixby
Black United Fund of Illinois
Velma Butler & Company, Ltd.
Meredith Purdy Clapp and 
        Eugene Clapp
Rev. Randall and Sally 
        Doubet King
Joan Elbert
Elmhurst College
Susan and Allen Ende

Episcopal Network for 
        Economic Justice
First Church of Lombard UCC
First Congregational Church 
        of Evanston
First Congregational Church 
        of LaGrange
First Congregational Church 
        of Wilmette
First United Church of Oak Park
Amanda Lewis and Tyrone Forman
Barbara Gaines
Gary Gephart
Glenview Community Church
Elizabeth Guenzel
William H. Hales Foundation
International Brotherhood of 
        Electrical Workers, Local 21
Keel Asset Management
G. Keeys
Tim King
Levin and Perconti
Lewis-Sebring Family Foundation
Alden Loury
R. Ernest Mahaffey
Rev. Thomas (Ted) and Sally Miller
Kim Mongoven
The Nation Institute
Diana Nelson
Oppenheimer Family Foundation
Elizabeth Phillips
Ann and John Purdy, Jr.
Sahara Enterprises, Inc.
Saint Pauls UCC of Chicago
SEIU Illinois Council
ShoreBank
Steans Family Foundation
Alysia Tate
Rev. Bobbie and Robert Taylor
Union Church of Hinsdale
Vernon Park Church of God
Bernice Weissbourd
Jane White
Betty and George Willhoite
The Winnetka Congregational Church

$500 - $999
John Ayers
Rev. Elizabeth and David Bueschel
Rev. Seth Carey
David Chandler
Rev. Delois Brown-Daniels and 
        Dr. David Daniels

Edgebrook Community Church
First Baptist Congregational Church
Linda Lenz and Marshall Froker
Galewood Community Church
Gary Gephart
Nancy and Thomas Hanson
Melody Heaps
Carol and Robert Lenz
James and Lynn McClure
Mrs. John McDermott
Kermit and Sally Myers
Susan Munaker Oppenheimer 
           and Ted Oppenheimer
Carol and Hadley Pihl
Pilgrim Faith United Church 
           of Christ
Silvia Rivera
Rush Alzheimer’s Disease Center
Adele Simmons
Rev. Ozzie Smith
Treatment Alternatives for Safe 
           Communities (TASC)
United Church of Hyde Park

$250 - $499
Alternative Schools Network
Susie An
Jawania Anderson
John Baird
Bethel United Church of Christ
Althea Blakey
Dawn Clark Netsch
Rev. Jason Coulter
Carolyn Cyriaque
Elsa DeJaegher
Rev. Yvonne Delk
Sunny Fischer
Gavlin Family Foundation
Cornelia Grumman
The Koldyke Family Foundation
Patricia and Ronald Miller
Miner, Barnhill & Galland, P.C.
Dr. David Mussatt
Robert Palm
Gail Purkey
Isabel and Donald Stewart
Universal MazJac Enterprises, Inc.
Laura Washington
Marilyn and Ray Willis

$100 - $249
Alba Alexander
Mimi Asbury
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Rick Ashton
Axis Benefits Consultants, Inc.
Beth Babbitt Borst
Aubry Battee
Rev. Elaine Bellis
Judge Paul Biebel
Timuel Black
Giovanna Breu
Joyce Bristow
Elizabeth Burns
Gregory Cameron
Patrick Canavan
Paula Carballido
Philip Carrigan
Christ United Church of Christ 
          Des Plaines
Church of the Three Crosses
Marilyn Clark
Jean Cleland
Marsha Clesceri
Toni and Cley Comer
Community Church of 
          Barrington
Bonnie Condon
The Congregational Church 
          of Park Manor
Ian Conway
Alice Cottingham
Honorable William Cousins
Ronald Daly
Stephen Davis
Valerie Denney Communications
Rev. Elizabeth and Paul Dickerson
Katie Edwards
First Congregational Church 
          of Des Plaines
First Congregational Church 
          of Glen Ellyn
Mary Foote-Davis
Representative Barbara Flynn 
          Currie
Sue and Paul Freehling
Caleb Gates
Jamie Geiger
Rev. Edward Goode
Grace Lutheran Church 
          and School
Barbara Graves
Revs.  Alice and William 
          Greene
Ann Grimes
Anne Hallett
Jimmie Harrington

Harriet Hausman
Barbara Heard
Odell Hicks & Company LLC
Hirsch-Schwartz Foundation
David Hirschey
Rev.  Alice Hunt
Irving Park Baptist Church
Larry Jackson
Lee Jackson
Daniel Jares
Gregory Jordan
Deborah Kapp
Kimball Avenue Evangelical 
           Congregational Church
Jacqueline Kirley
Della Leavitt
Donna Leff
Carol and Robert Lifton 
Loevy & Loevy Attorneys at Law
Vivian Loseth
Joseph Madden
Rev. Charles Mayer
Jacquie McGrew
Christopher Miller
Virginia Monroe
Rev. Peggy McClanahan and 
            Rev. Dr. Michael 
            Montgomery
Mary Morten
Rev. Craig Mousin
Caroline Nagy
North Suburban Synagogue 
            Beth El
Elizabeth and William 
            Oostenbrug
Lisa Oppenheim
Rev. Marilyn Pagán-Banks
Deborah Parker
Plymouth Congregational UCC
Larry Powell
Rev. Michelle Prentice-Leslie
Nancy Pielemeier
Presbytery of Chicago
Leslie Ramyk-Conforti
Representative Al Riley
Carl Rosen
Robert Roth
Ralph Rydholm
Saint Paul United Church of 
            Christ of Barrington
Saint Paul United Church of 
            Christ of Downers Grove
Saint Peter United Church of 

        Christ of Lake Zurich
Ora Myles Sheares
Rev. Dr. Paul Sherry
Marilyn Sim
Dr.  Wesley Skogan
Sharon Hunter-Smith and 
           Dr. Daniel Smith
Spencer Foundation
Dr. Susan Sporte
Thomas Stinchcomb
Barry Sullivan
Ann Rader-Tate and 
        Dr. George Tate
Ann Taylor
James Tazelaar
Isabel Tellez
Dr. Florence Townsend
Dr. Nicol Turner-Lee
Unitarian Church of Evanston
Barbara Valerious
Carmen Velasquez
Christine and Ronnie Wachter
Constance Wayman
Westchester Community Church
Robert Wordlaw
Amy Young
Dr. Quentin Young

Up to $99
Michelle Abington
Priti Ahuja
Elizabeth Aklinwale Bordelon
Hurley Alcorn 
Martha Alexakos
Hettie Alexander
James Alexander
Allan Alson
Mahesh Alur 
Judith Anderson
Barbara Anthony
Gloria Archbold
Argosy University – Schaumburg
Russell Armstrong 
Geraldine Arnold
Bertha Arredondo
Assyrian Evangelical United 
         Church of Christ
Jane Averill
Emma Bailey
Claudette Baker
Barbara Baldini
Michael Ban
Geoffrey Banks
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Linda Barnes
Symiria Barnes
Paula Baron
Lillian Barrett
Molly Bartlett
Daniel Bassill
Nadine Beard
John Beckwith
Dorothy Bell
Elizabeth Benson
Carole Bergstraesser
Senator Arthur Berman
Nancy Bingaman
Jessica Biscamp
Marguerite Bishop
Beola Bowsky
Kimberly Bowsky
Brian Brady
Jonathon Briggs
Mary Brister
Daryle Brown
Eve Brown
Laurie Brown
Alfreda Brown-Blalock
Ronald Browne
Angela Buckels
Mae Belle Bunton
Robert Bures
Arlene Burke
Alderman Walter Burnett
Amanda Burrell
David Bushnell
Kathleen Byrne
Hugh Calkins
Kirby Callam
Ann Campbell-Vikner
Helen Carlock
Liane Casten
Jeanne Chaney
Beverly Chatfield
Chicago Public Library
John Chisum
Vivian Chisum 
Lori Clark
Marcia Claus
Mark Clifton
Rev. Wesley Cobbs
Mary Coffey
Suzanne Cohan-Lange
Jennifer Cohen
Columbia College Library
Dean Cone
Diana Conley

Irma Copeland
Margo Criscuola
Lometa Cross
Carol Crum
Paul Curtin
Rhonda Dabner
Grace Dawson
Nancy Day
Betty Dayron
Joanne Dempsey
Judith DeStefano
Cornelius deStigter
Edward DeYoung
Meagan Dimas
Rosalee DiPasalegne 
Estelle Dobbins
Irene Doberstein
Raymond Domanico
Georgie Dowdell
Patricia Drennan
Myrice Drummer
Rev. Elaine Eackus
Arlene Echols 
James Edwards
Kathryn Eggert
Judy Erwin
Emelda Estell
Joyce Ewell
Brian Fabes
Donald and Martha Farley
Scott Feaman
Walter Feinberg
Rodger Field
Rose Finnegan
Linda Fitzgerald
P. Flanagan
Jana Fleming
Pamela Floyd
Mary Fogarty
Shirley Foulks
Richard Franklin
Sandra Franz
Evan Freund
Nancy Friesen
Roger Fross
Caroline Gallagher
Robert Gallucci
Maria Garreton 
Judith Getzels
Loren Ghiglione
Rev. Danjuma Gibson
Betsy Gidwitz
Mimi Gilpin

Katherine Goetz
Mollie Goodman-Levi
Hullen Goolsby
James Gould
Phyllis Gray
Greater Metropolitan Missionary 
         Baptist Church
Greater West Town Community 
         Development Project
Frank Greco
Amy Green
Annie Greenlee
Willie Grimes
Frances Grossman 
Martha Guerrero
John Gunn
Julie Haapala
Reva Hairston
Dan Haley
Elmer Haneberg
Philip Hansen
Vincent Hardt
Sophie Haroutunian-Gordon
Dorothy Harris
Rebecca Harris
Mechthild Hart
Elizabeth Hawthorne
Emily Hayden
Raynelle Heidrick
John Held
Cleatrus Henderson
Matthew Hendrickson
Melissa Hennessy
Flavia Hernandez
Mary Hicks
Richard Hill
Dorothy Hines
Marlene Hodges
Marvin Hoffman
Janine Hoft
Shirley Hollingsworth
Cynthia Holmes
Joanne Howard
Reed Howard 
Sarah Howard
Gwendolyn Hughes
Rev. Blair Hull
Dr. Louverta Hurt
Illinois Association of School 
        Boards
Dave Ivey

22   COMMUNITY RENEWAL SOCIETY



DONORS

Shirley Jaffee
Martha Jantho
Beryl Jefko
Dorothy Johnson
Marjorie Jones
M. LaShy Jones West 
Dominique Jordan-Turner
Jeff and Dunreith Kelly 
        Lowenstein
Kenwood United Church 
        of Christ
Leigh Anne Kenyon
Patricia Kilduff
Patricia Kiley
Jeannie Kim
Lloyd King
Dr. Alfred Klinger
Peggy Kocian
Sharon Kohli
Saurikhane Konekeo
Lanita Koster
John Kretzmann
Christine Krupa
Pamela Lane
Ruby Larkin 
Roy Larson
Reather Lashley 
Shirley Latham
Robin Lavin
Annie Lawrence-Brown
Robert Lega
Jacqueline Lewis
Richard Lewis
Allan Lindrup
Tom Lindsey
Ross Lober
Sara Loevy
Linda Lutton 
Paul Maca
Raymond Mack
Mishawna Manning
Everlean Mansfield 
Philip Mantle 
Kim Marshall
Doris Martin
Evelyn Martin
Ruby Martin
Christine Martinez
Rabbi Robert Marx
J. Mathew
Susan McBride
Margaret McCormick
Lois McCullough

Gretchen McDowell
Mildred McElroy
Effie McHenry
Maude McKay
Robert McKay
Maureen McKeough
Ruth Means 
Sherry Medwin
Samuel Meisels 
Felipe Mejia
Mark Meyer
Gregory Michie
Zoe Mikva
Frauline Miller 
Samuel Miller
Dr. D. Curtis Minter
Jacqueline Mitchell
Joyce Moore
Karen Morris
Rev. Dr. Otis Moss
Clare Muñana
Murchison-Isom Temple CME
Chastity Murphy
Dorothy Myers
James Myvett
Kay Nalbach
Lynn Narasimhan
Glenn Nelson
Pearl Nelson
Ellie Nero
Johnnie Newton
Rosemarie Nicholes 
Robert Noble
Janet Nolan
Tamara Nolte
Nicholas Norris
Patti Norsworthy
Earnestine Norwood
John O’Leary
Elizabeth O’Toole
Dr.  Jean Oden
Michael Onofrio
Syliva Ortiz
Glenna Ousley 
Ina Owens
Dr. Christina Pacione-Zayas
Jean Parisi
Stephen Parris 
Mark Paye
Juliana Paz
Adrienne Peevy
Aurie Pennick
Peoples Church of Chicago

Peter Pereira
Ziomara Perez
Donald Pettry 
Eugene and Pamela Piette
Vera Pitts Morris
Stanley Pollock
Gregory Potts
Richard Prins
Alvin Quinones
Rev. and Mrs. Bruce Ray
Ellen Ray
Jason Reblando
Ellen Reiter
Jean Reneau
Janice Resseger
Gabriella Revels
Sendhil Revuluri
Barbara Richardson
Genita Robinson
Nathaniel Robinson
Alfred Rodgers
Hattie Rogers
Cathy Rokusek
Kenneth C. Rolling
Rev. C. Theodore Roos
Bobby Roper
Clark Ross
Leonard Rubinowitz
Cherie Russ-Chester
Jonathan Russom
Alice Sabl
Saint John United Church of 
        Christ of Arlington Heights
Saint Matthew United Church 
        of Christ
Saint Peter Community Church
Paul Sakol
Bettylu Saltzman
Jackie Samuel
Ruth Sanders
Olgha Sandman
Rev. J. Robert Sandman
Professor Diane Schanzenbach
Marcy Schlessinger
Howard Schlossberg
Barry Shapiro
Larry Shapiro
Deborah Shefner
Yuan Shen
Takeshi Shinohara
Dorothy Shipps
Laurie Shoulterkarall
Steven Sierra
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Sign of the Dove Church
Derrick Simmons
Professor Dick Simpson
Winnie Slusser
Bettye Smith
Ruth Smith
Thomasina Smith
Mark Smithivas 
Karen Snyder
Lois Snyder
Barbara Sorgatz
Mehlanie Spears
Laurence Stanton
Joan Staples
Freddie Stepp
Hazel Steward
Sandra Stone
Donna Strickland
Jennifer Sutton
Jean Swanson
Dr. Dennis Sweeney
Lorraine Sylvester 
Dr. Gloria Taylor
Marcella Thomas
Regina Thomas
Helen Tolbert
Virginia Tolk
Dr. Florence Townsend
Trinity Christian College
Mattie Turner-Parker
University of California 
     Berkley
University of Chicago 
     Library
University of Illinois 
     Chicago Library
University of Illinois 
     Champaign-Urbana
Jequeatta Upton
Urban CPE Consortium, Inc.
Zalman Usiskin
Barbara Valerious 
Joanne Verna
Steven Viktora
Dr. Alaka Wali
Elizabeth Walker 
Debbie Waluziac
Adelaide Ward
Deacon Deborah 
     Washington
Kathleen Weaver Hytros
Nancy Weeks Singham
Georgetta Weldon Cooper

Ethel Welles
Beatrice White
Jacqueline White 
Lisa Wiersma 
Korla Williams
Ruby Williams 
Joyce Williamson
Willard Williamson
Dorothy Wills
Barbara Wisham
Ann Wolff
Nancy Wolff
Doris Worthington
Josie Yanguas
Lauren Young
Heather Yutzy
Steven Zemelman
Kristin Ziemke Fastabend
Peter Zimmerman

In-Kind Donations
Adler Planetarium
AMC Theatres
Arlington Park
The Blue Man Group
Brazzaz, the Brazilian Steakhouse
Buca di Beppo
Buddy Guy’s Legends
The Cheesecake Factory
Chicago Architecture Foundation
Chicago Blackhawks
Chicago Botanic Garden
Chicago Bulls
Chicago Cubs
Chicago Shakespeare Theater
Chicago Symphony
       Orchestra
Chicago White Sox
Chicago Wolves
Chicago Zoological Society
Colette Salon & Spa
Comedy Sportz Theatre
Les Coney
Core Power Yoga
Cuneo Museum & Gardens
Dominicks
eta Creative Arts Foundation
Facets Multi-Media, Inc.
The Field Museum
Flowers By Betty
Forest Printing

Gaelic Getaway
Gapers Caterers
Gino’s East of Chicago
Goodman Theatre
Green’s Nails & Massage
The Ernest Hemingway 
        Foundation of Oak Park
Hilton Garden Inn Chicago 
        O’Hare Airport
Improv Olympics
The Irish Cottage Boutique Hotel
Macy’s
Medieval Times
Patricia Mongoven
Rev. Calvin S. Morris, Ph.D.
Arthur Murray Dance Studios
Todd Musburger
Museum of Contemporary Art
The Music Box Theatre
Nixon Peabody LLP
The Oriental Institute
Playboy Enterprises, Inc.
Judith Pollock
Puerto Rican Cultural Center
Ravinia
Rosebud Restaurants
Randolph Wine Cellars & 
       The Tasting Room
The Second City
Shaw’s Crab House
John G. Shedd Aquarium
Skydeck Chicago
South Water Kitchen
TannerGale Designs
Time Out Chicago 
Tru Restaurant
Uncaged Photography
The Union League Club
theWit Hotel
Frank Lloyd Wright 
       Preservation Trust
Steve Zemelman

If you believe an entry is listed in error or 
if you have questions about this year’s list 
of contributors, please contact the 
development staff at (312) 427-4830 so 
that we may make the correction or 
answer your question.  Again, thank you 
very much for your support.
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THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS
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On behalf of the Board of Directors and the entire staff of Community Renewal 
Society, Catalyst Chicago, The Chicago Reporter, and the Civic Action Network 
we thank you for your unwavering and generous support.  It is the support we 
receive from friends like you that allows us to continue our efforts to achieve a 
just society, where race and class no longer limit one’s opportunity.

We look forward to a continued partnership with you!



STAFF

STAFF

Executive

Rev. Calvin S. Morris, Ph.D., Executive Director
Alysia Tate, Chief Operating Officer
Beth Babbitt Borst, Executive Assistant

Administration

Jawania Anderson, Director of Finance
TeCoa Garrett-Kern, Associate Director of Operations
Jim Trapp, Associate Director of Information Technology
Althea D. Blakey, Manager, Human Resources and           
    Administration
Cassandra McClendon,  Accountant
Sara Robich, Operations Coordinator I
Victoria Jones, Operations Coordinator II
Toni Comer, Receptionist
Brandon McGruder, Coordinator, Office Services

Development

Kim Mongoven, Director
Kristine Scott, Officer Corporate and Major Gifts
Geoffrey Banks, Officer Foundation Relations

Marketing and Communications

Al Shaw, Interim Director of Marketing & 
    Communications

Catalyst Chicago

Linda Lenz, Founding Publisher
Lorraine Forte, Editor in Chief
Sarah Karp, Deputy Editor
Rebecca Harris, Associate Editor
Debra Williams, Community Editor
Christine Wachter, Presentation Editor

The Chicago Reporter

Alden K. Loury, Publisher
Kimbriell Kelly, Editor
Rui Kaneya, Managing Editor
Jeff Kelly Lowenstein, Reporter
Angela Caputo, Reporter

Civic Action Network
Alex Wiesendanger, Lead Organizer 
Rev. Elaine Bellis, Associate Director of Senior 
     Action Network
Kristin Holm, Organizer
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BOARD

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John D. Purdy, Jr., President
Rev. Barbara K. (Bobbie) Taylor, Vice President
Yolanda Waggoner Foreman, Treasurer
Dr. David Mussatt, Secretary
Rick Ashton
Rev. Barbara Bolsen
Dr. Warren K. Chapman
Rev. Dr. Edward Smith Davis
M. Michelle Day
Renée Duba
Joyce M. Ewell
R. David Fulton
Rev. Dr. Robert Hatfield
Gregory Jordan
Keith Kelleher
Rev. Dr. Jorge Morales
John Smart
Nicole Taylor
Dr. Nicol Turner-Lee
The Rev. Dr. David Weaver
Cathe Evans Williams
Terrence Wright

We would also like to thank these former Board members 
whose service ended in 2010.

Joyce Bristow 
Rev. Seth Carey
Alex duBuclet
Mary Foote-Davis
Rev. R. Phil Hart
Robert Honesty
Rev. Dr. Dwight Hopkins
Rev. Jesse Knox, III
Edward Prentice, III
Silvia Rivera
Andrea Sáenz
Rev. Juan Thomas
Beatrice White
Rev. Reggie Williams, Jr.
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